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Introduction

This course has been useful in providing individuals with intellectual background on components of U.S. Constitution and its ratification, understanding of three arms of U.S. government, key landmark rulings by Supreme Court and history surrounding the promulgation of Texas Constitution. The knowledge gained here can help one to engage in meaningful forums that examine American governmental activities and Texas political landscape operation of government. The most interesting and informative subject areas of the course have been the ratification of U.S constitution, executive arm of government and major constitutional amendments. A contemporary political problem signing of travel ban by President Donald Trump has elicited much reaction from international community becoming one of his most controversial actions (Hurley, 2017).
Three Subject Areas Studied 

The ratification of U.S constitution was a landmark event in the history of United States. The drafting of the Constitution started in May 1787 during the meeting of Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia at the present Independence Hall. In September 1787, the draft was adopted by the delegates and signed, opening the ratification process and was finished after last state, the Rhode Island which endorsed it in May 1790 (Maier, 2010). However, the process was to be wrapped up with distinctive ratification vote of Vermont, presumed to be independent state outside the Union. The time frame for the ratification process covered about 5 years and 9 months. George Washington served as the president of the Constitutional Convention in 1787.
The executive branch is one of the three distinctive branches of federal government of U.S and the other two include legislative and judiciary. The executive branch of U.S. government is headed by the president and makes sure that laws are obeyed. The president is assisted by vice president, cabinet member and leaders of independent agencies. President Powers entail appointing federal judge and justices, secretaries to his cabinet and giving pardon to convicts among other functions (Hamilton, 2005). Nominees by the president are vetted and approved by senate. The president also veto or reject proposed law, conduct federal appointments and negotiate treaties with foreign nations. The U.S. president does not possess the power to formulate and pass laws; however he can pass an order, commonly known as executive order, which has full force of law though with some exceptions. According to Hamilton (2005), vice president undertakes duties assigned by the president and preside over the Senate and may sometime cast a deciding vote in case of event with a tie. The members of cabinet serve as key advisors to the president, in respective departments they are heading. 
The U.S Constitution has undergone through major constitutional amendments to ensure fair treatment and equal rights among individuals. For instance the famously known Fourteenth Amendment was adopted on 1868 as a reconstruction amendments and addressed citizenship rights as well as equal protection of the laws (Wood, 1998). The amendment also suggested response to issue that touched on former slaves and slavery. It forms the background of landmark decisions that were ruled by U.S Supreme Court. 
There are 33 constitutional amendments that have so far been approved by Congress and sent to States for endorsement since the Constitution was promulgated in March, 1789. In the 33, about 27 of them have been ratified by required number of states and are now part of the Constitution (Maier, 2010). The initial 10 amendments that were adopted and ratified at the same time were together known to be the Bill of Rights. The six remaining amendments approved by Congress are still pending in some states because of some technicalities because of disagreements by resolution terms.
A Contemporary Political Problem
The power of executive branch of U.S. government is vested in the president. Political power of the president may be exercised through unilateral executive orders. Whereas legislative work may take time in passing of law, a swipe of pen by president in White House could enact significant change in government policy and its implementation (Hamilton, 2005). The executive order that was signed by President Trump on travel ban was enacted immediately. The travel ban was intended to keep the nation safe from terrorist and measures that it entailed included the suspension of refugee programme for about 120 days while looking for amicable solution (Hurley, 2017). The executive order enforced indefinite ban on all Syrian refugees and ban of people comings from 7 notorious Muslim nations within definite exceptions. It was also to cap refugee numbers at 50,000. This is considered very strange considering the bilateral treaties U.S has signed with Muslim-related nations. Although signed into order, the ban has experience some legal challenges like putting a halt on deportations, which has kept the order pending for court determination, much to displeasure of the president. 
Solution to Travel Ban

The purpose of President Trump signing Executive Order on travel ban was to stop terrorism. The idea could have been good but it was ill-advised because the timing was not right, and it was time he was getting into office and needed much attention on international policies. Terrorism can only be stopped by rational decisions and irrational orders by the executive (Hurley, 2017). The foremost solution to fight threats of terrorism is to increase intelligence, and the intelligence information may be obtained from people Trump is banning from U.S. soil. Banning of Syrian was not a solution, what it could have done was to tighten visa access and enforce thorough vetting for people coming from Middle East.
Conclusion

The much that have been learned from this course is incredibly great. It will go a great way in helping me to freely participate in political discussion and advise my peers on various governmental activities both at national and state level. The three subject areas have been informative in understanding various components of U.S Constitution, executive branch of government and key constitutional amendments.
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